Chapter 4: Energy Use in Community Buildings
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Sample textbook page for accessibility and tactile-graphics testing

Figure 4.1 - Monthly Electricity Consumption
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Questions

1. Which month has the highest electricity use?
2. How much greater is May than February?

3. Which two months have the closest values?

Reading the Graph

The bar graph shows monthly electricity
consumption for a small community learning
centre from January to May. Each vertical
bar represents one month, and the number
printed above the bar gives the measured
value.

The first four months remain relatively close,
while May has the highest electricity use.
March records the second-highest value.
Because the vertical axis begins at zero, the
relative heights of the bars can be compared
directly.

Bar graphs are useful for comparing values
that belong to separate categories. Readers
should always check the axis label, scale,
and category labels before interpreting a
chart.

Study note

Compare the height of each bar with the
numbered vertical scale. Check the unit
before interpreting the values.
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Second test page with a horizontal bar chart and numeric labels

Comparing Categories

This horizontal bar graph compares the
number of resources checked out from a
school library during one week. Horizontal
bars are useful when category names are
longer or when the chart is easier to read
from left to right.

Books have the largest number of
checkouts, followed by science kits and

Figure 5.1 - Weekly Resource Checkouts tablets. Maps have the smallest value. The
numeric labels at the end of each bar make
the exact values easy to verify.

A faithful tactile conversion should preserve
Books 68 the chart orientation, category order, numeric
values, axis meaning, and relative bar
lengths.
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Accessibility note

For testing, the chart intentionally uses clear
labels, strong contrast, a zero baseline, and
one data series.

Questions
1. Which resource has the highest number of checkouts?
2. What is the difference between Books and Tablets?

3. Which category has a value of 41?



